
Mr M Venkaiah Naidu 

Hon’ ble minister  

Urban Development 
Housing and Urban Poverty Alleviation 
Parliamentary Affairs 

Governmentt of India 

Dear Sir,  

I have received a letter written by you on September 23rd, in which you have sought the Aam 
Aadmi Party’s cooperation for the Swachh Bharat Abhiyan (Clean India campaign). 

Which Indian will not like a clean India ? Every human being wants cleanliness all around. 
Our party leaders and volunteers regularly keep doing shramdan by using the broom to keep 
their surroundings clean. 

During the last few days, however, we have been reading some news items related to the 
Swachh Bharat Abhiyan, which have raised some questions in our minds. 

Newspapers have recently published news items that some ministers have picked up brooms 
so that their photographs could be published in papers. In some cases, roads have been 
deliberately littered to create a photo opportunity for ministers to use brooms for cleaning 
those roads. 

You will also agree that we cannot make India clean by such actions. It is being heard that on 
2nd October, the Prime Minister will pick up the broom at Valmiki Sadan. It is good, though it 
is merely symbolic. Such a symbolic gesture may inspire people, but it is certainly not 
enough to make the country clean. 

In case we really want to make India clean, then apart from the October 2 programme, we 
need to do the following : 

1) You will agree that on October 2, all the VIPs after participating in the cleanliness 
driver for a few minutes, will then return to their homes. The endless job of ensuring 
cleanliness day in and day out is afterall done by the safai karamcharis. Today the 
plight of these safai karamcharis is quite bad.  
To begin with, majority of these safai karamcharis are contract workers and are 
exploited by contractors. They are thrown out of jobs for no reason, and are not 
regularised even after they have worked for 30 years. Not only this, after every six 
months they have to pay a bribe of Rs 10-15,000 for getting their names registered in 
muster rolls (wage registers).  
These safai karamcharis are made to sign on an amount much higher than what is 
actually paid to them as wages by contractors, who keep the balance amount. These 
poor people have no houses to live in and are also not entitled to take any leave. These 
are only some of the problems that they face in their everyday lives. 



In case we really want a Swacch Bharat, then we will have to give respect to safai 
karamcharis first of all, and solve the serious problems faced by them in life. They 
will have to be freed from the clutches of contractors, their services will have to be 
regularised, they should be given better salaries and a good working environment. It is 
good that you too have picked up the broom. We have already chosen the broom as 
our symbol and now we need to give respect to those who use brooms to earn their 
livelihood. Even the attitude of the society towards them requires a change.  
 

2) In the 21st century even today, sewers are cleaned in an extremely inhuman manner. 
In some cases, safai karamcharis who enter manholes to clean them, have lost their 
lives due to poisonous gases emanating from there. Those entering these manholes 
regularly to clean them face a high risk of catching skin diseases. It is highly 
unfortunate that there are no special government schemes for their treatment. In case 
we really intend to make India clean, then we have to immediately put an end to such 
inhuman cleaning methods and replace these with modern techniques. Safai 
karamcharis need to be provided with modern cleaning equipments. 
   

3) In case, we are ready to provide our safai karamcharis with a good working 
environment, better facilities and modern cleaning equipments, then we can also fix 
their accountability. Those who work honestly should be rewarded and those who do 
not do their duty, should be penalised. 
 

4) In the name of cleanliness, local municipal corporations spend crores of rupees and 
there is a lot of corruption in all this. In case we really want a clean India, then we 
will have to eradicate corruption. 
 

We will it is important to implement the steps listed above to have a clean India. 

We appeal to the people to join the Swacch Bharat Abhiyan on 2nd October by doing 
Shramdan. Infact we should not confine ourselves to merely that day, and should regularly 
contribute in shramdans. 

We also hope that you will continue to keep focus on cleanliness even after 2nd October. 

We are hopeful that after 2nd October, whenever the people of Delhi will complain to the 
Muncipal Corporations in Delhi about garbage problems in their areas, it will be promptly 
cleaned by these corporations. The Aam Aadmi Party will continue the cleanliness drive after 
2nd October also. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Arvind Kejriwal                                                        Dated 30 Sep, 2014             


